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[57] ABSTRACT 

A CCD imager includes a substrate of a semiconductor 



material having a plurality of photodetectors therein at 
a top surface thereof and arranged either in a line or in 
an array of rows and columns. A CCD shift register is 
in the substrate along but spaced from one side of the 
line or each column of photodetectors. Between each 
photodetector and its adjacent shift register is an accu- 
mulation region. A transfer gate is provided between 
the shift register and its adjacent line or column of accu- 
mulation regions. A transfer gate is provided between 
each line or row of photodetectors and the adjacent 
accumulation regions. A first anti-blooming drain re- 
gion is provided along each line or column of photode- 
tectors on the side of the photodetectors opposite the 
accumulation regions. A separate second anti-blooming 
drain is provided along a side of each accumulation 
region in the area of the substrate between the shift 
register and the photodetectors. During the integration 
stage of the imager while charge carriers generated in 
the photodetectorsa are being collected and stored in 
the accumulation regions, any excess charge carriers 
flow into the second anti-blooming drains to prevent 
blooming into the shift register. During the transfer 
stage when the charge carriers are being transferred to 
the shift register, excess charge carriers generated in the 
photodetectors flow into the first anti-blooming drain to 
prevent blooming in the shift register during the trans- 
fer stage. 



28 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 




06/09/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



U.S. Patent Dec. 4, 1990 Sheet 1 of 4 4,975,777 

FIG. 1 




06/09/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



U.S. Patent Dec 4, 1990 Sheet 2 of 4 4,975,777 



E 

(POTENTIAL) 
FIG. 4 A 




DISTANCE 



(POTENTIAL) 

FIG. 4B 



32P 



20P 



^50P 



OISTANCE 



(POTENTIAL) 
FIG. 5A 



IBP' 



T U 11)1 



DISTANCE 



E 

• (POTENTIAL) 

FIG. 5B 



f 

~^50P 



20P 



DISTANCE 



06/09/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



US. Patent Dec 4, 1990 Sheet 3 of 4 4,975, 

FIG. 6 




43 - 

50 
12 




06/09/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



US. Patent Dec 4, 1990 Sheet 4 of 4 4,975,777 



VOLTAGE 



(VOLTS) 

FIG. 9 












t 


1 12 t3 t 


4 t 


5 t6 t7 t 


B TIME 



VOLTAGE 
(VOLTS) 

FIG. 10 



tl t2 t3 t4 



1<T 



t5 t6 t7 t8 TIME 



VOLTAGE 
(VOLTS) 

FIG. 11 



tl t2 t3 t4 











6 . t 


7 t8 


TIME 



VOLTAGE 
(VOLTS) 

FIG. 12 



T 1 P 



tl t2 t3 M t5 t6 t7 t8 t9 tlO til tl2 TIME 



VOLTAGE 
(VOLTS) 

FIG. 13 



■69 



n r 



tl t2 t3 t4 t5 t6 t7 t8 t9 tlO til t!2 TIME 



VOLTAGE 
' (VOLTS) 

FIG. 14 









$ 1 1 1 1 1 

t7 t8 t9 tlO tl 


1 ti 


12 TIME 



06/09/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



1 



4,975,777 



2 



CHARGE-COUPLED IMAGER WITH DUAL GATE 
ANTI-BLOOMING STRUCTURE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 

The present invention relates to a charge-coupled 
device (CCD) imager, and more particularly to a CCD 
imager having a dual gate anti-blooming structure 
which effectively suppresses blooming both during \q 
scene integration and during transfer to the read-out 
structure. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

CCD imagers in general include a plurality of photo- 15 
detectors arranged in rows and columns and CCD shift 
registers arranged between the rows of the photodetec- 
tors. The photodetectors in each row are coupled, such 
as by a transfer gate, to their adjacent CCD shift regis- 
ter so that the charge carriers accumulated in the photo- 20 
detectors can periodically be transferred to the CCD 
shift register. The CCD shift register transfers the 
charge carriers to the read-out of the device. It has been 
found that if a photodetector accumulates an excessive 
amount of the charge carriers prior to their being trans- 25 
ferred to the CCD shift register, some of the charge 
carriers will overflow from the photodetector into the 
CCD shift, register and/or adjacent photosites. This 
adversely affects the charge carriers in the shift register 30 
being transferred to the read-out structure. This effect is 
referred to as "blooming". 

Conventional techniques for preventing blooming, 
Le. anti-blooming techniques, use an overflow drain 
between the photodetector and the adjacent CCD shift 35 
register with. the drain being isolated from the photode- 
tector by a potential barrier. The height of the barrier is 
controlled either by a diffusion or by a separate gate. 
During integration, the charge in the photodetector 
builds up as a result of the impinging radiation. If the 40 
charge level in the photodetector reaches a sufficient 
amount to raise the photodetector potential to a level 
above that of the barrier between the photodetector and 
the overflow drain, additional signal carriers will be 
swept over into the anti-blooming drain where they are 45 
removed by the drain supply. This prevents excess 
charge from flowing into the CCD shift register and 
thereby prevents blooming. During this integration 
period, the charge in the photodetector is isolated from 
the CCD shift register by a transfer gate which is held 50 
at a potential high enough to form a barrier to the carri- 
ers higher than the anti-blooming drain barrier. During 
the transfer period, the transfer gate barrier is lowered 
allowing the charge to flow from the photodetector 5J 
into the CCD shift register. However, a problem with 
this anti-blooming structure may arise under high expo- 
sure conditions. During the transfer operation, there is 
not only a flow of the charge from the photodetector to 
the CCD shift register, but also a flow of any excess ^ 
charge directly into the CCD shift register. If the total 
amount of charge is greater than the charge capacity of 
the shift register cell, the result is a similar effect as if 
blooming had occurred from the photodetector itself 
during the integration stage. Therefore, it is desirable to 65 
have an anti-blooming structure which prevents bloom- 
ing not only during the integration stage, but also dur- 
ing the transfer stage. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a CCD imager which 
includes at least one photodetector having an anti- 
blooming drain adjacent thereto and a CCD shift regis- 
ter adjacent thereto on the side opposite the anti-bloom- 
ing drain. Between the photodetector and the CCD 
shift register is an accumulation region having an anti- 
blooming drain adjacent thereto. Transfer gates are 
provided between the photodetector and the accumula- 
tion region and between the accumulation region and 
the CCD shift register. The anti-blooming drain adja- 
cent the accumulation region receives any excess 
charge carriers generated during integration, and the 
anti-blooming drain adjacent the photodetector re- 
ceives any excess charge carriers generated in the pho- 
todetector during the transfer of the charge carriers 
from the accumulation region to the CCD shift register. 
Accordingly, blooming is prevented in the shift register 
both during the integration stage and during the transfer 
stage. 

Thus, the CCD imager of the present invention in-, 
eludes a substrate of a semiconductor material having a 
major surface and a photodetector in the substrate at the 
major surface. An anti-blooming drain region is in the 
substrate adjacent a side of the photodetector. A 
charge-coupled device shift register is at the major 
surface along the side of the photodetector opposite the 
anti-blooming drain. An accumulation region is at the 
major surface between the photodetector and the shift 
register. Means is provided for transferring charge from 
the photodetector to the accumulation region and 
means is provided for selectively transferring charge 
from the accumulation region to the shift register. A 
separate anti-blooming drain is provided in the substrate 
at the major surface along one side of the accumulation 
region. This permits charge to be transferred from the 
accumulation region to the shift register without trans- 
ferring any excess charge from the photodetector to the 
shift register during the transfer stage. 

The invention will be better understood from the 
following more detailed description taken with the ac- 
companying drawings and claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a portion of a CCD 
imager in accordance with the present invention: 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of a portion of the imager 
taken along line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a portion of the imager 
taken along line 3 — 3 of FIG. 1; 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are potential diagrams of the 
imager during integration taken along the sections of 
FIGS. 2 and 3 respectively; 

FIGS. 5A and 5B are potential diagrams of the 
imager during transfer taken along the sections of 
FIGS. 2 and 3 respectively; 

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 are sectional views of modifications 
of the imager of the present invention; 

FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 are timing diagrams of the opera- 
tion of the imager of the present invention; and 

FIGS. 12, 13 and 14 are timing diagrams of another 
method of operating the imager of the present inven- 
tion. 

It should be understood that the various FIGS, of the 
drawing are not necessarily drawn to scale. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there is shown a 
CCD imager 10 in accordance with the present inven- 
tion. FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of a portion of 3 
FIG. 1 taken along the dashed line 2—2. FIG. 3 is a 
cross sectional view of another portion of FIG. 1 taken 
along the dashed line 3 — 3. Imager 10 comprises a sub- 
strate (semiconductor body) 12, typically of a semicon- 
ductor material, such as p-type single crystalline silicon, 10 
having a major (top) surface 14. In the substrate 12 
along the major surface 14 are a plurality of photodetec- 
tors 16. As shown, the photodetectors 16 are arranged 
in spaced rows and columns to form an area array 
imager. However, the photodetectors 16 may be ar- 15 
ranged in a single row to form a line imager. Extending 
between the columns of the photodetectors 16 and sub- 
stantially parallel to each column thereof is a CCD shift 
register 18. Thus, each shift register 18 extends along 
one side of each of the photodetectors 16 in a respective 
column. Between each of the photodetectors 16 and its 
respective CCD shift register 18 is an accumulation 
region 20. Along and spaced from the sides of the pho- 
todetectors 16 in each column opposite the sides adja- ^ 
cent the accumulation regions 20 is a first anti-blooming 
drain 22 which extends along and substantially parallel 
to the entire column of the photodetectors 16. A sepa- 
rate second anti-blooming drain 24 extends along and is 
spaced from a side of each accumulation region 20 so as 3Q 
to extend along the space between the CCD shift reig- 
ster 18 and the column of photodetectors 16. 

A transfer gate 26 extends across the space between 
the CCD shift register 18 and the column of accumula- 
tion regions 20 along the entire column of the accumula- 35 
tion regions 20 which that shift register 18 is in charge 
transfer relation with accumulation regions 20. A trans- 
fer gate 28 extends across the space between each col- 
umn of accumulation regions 20 and its adjacent column 
of photodetectors 16 along the entire length of the col- $q 
nmn such that the accumulation regions 20 are in charge 
transfer relation with the respective photodetectors 16. 
A gate 30 extends along the space between each row of 
the photodetectors 16 and their adjacent anti-blooming 
drain 22 along the entire column of the photodetectors 45 
16, and a separate gate 32 extends along the space be- 
tween each accumulation region 20 and its adjacent 
anti-blooming drain 24. Thus the photodetectors 16 are 
in charge transfer relation to the anti-blooming drain 22 
and each accumulation region 20 is in charge transfer 50 
relation with its respective anti-blooming drain 24* 

As shown in FIG. 2, each photodetector 16 is a pho- 
todiode of the type which includes an n-type conductiv- 
ity region 34, (shown as n) in the substrate 12 at the 
major surface 14. Typically the conductivity of region 55 
34 is about I0 17 impurities/cm 3 . The substrate 12 is 
preferably of p/type conductivity (shown as p— ), typi- 
cally of 10 13 impurities/cm 3 , or can have a p-type well 
in the surface 14 of an n-type conductivity substrate in 
which the photodiode is formed. A second, highly con- 60 
ductive, p-type conductivity region 36 (shown as p-f), 
typically of a conductivity of 10 18 impurities/cm 3 , exists 
within a portion of the first region 34 at the substrate 
surface 14. Regions 12, 34 and 36 form a pinned or 
buried diode. However, instead of the photodiode 16 65 
shown, any other known type of photodetector, such as 
a Schottky barrier photodiode or simple pn junction 
diode, can be used. 



The CCD shift register 18 may be of any well known 
construction. A buried channel configuration is shown 
in FIG. 2. The shift register 18 comprises an n-type 
conductivity channel region 38 (shown as n— ) of impu- 
rity concentration of about 10 17 impurities/cm 3 in the 
substrate 12 at the surface 14. The channel region 38 
extends along the surface 14 spaced from and parallel to 
the column of the photodetectors 16. Over the channel 
region 38 are a plurality of conductive gates 40 which 
are spaced along the channel region 38. The gates 40 
may be made of a metal or conductive polycrystalline 
silicon. The gates 40 are spaced and are insulated from 
the substrate surface 14 by a layer 43 of a dielectric, 
typically silicon oxide, which extends across the sub- 
strate surface 14. The gates 40 are connected by bus 
lines (not shown) to a potential source (not shown) for 
selectively applying a potential to the gates 40 to oper- 
ate the shift register 18. 

Each of the accumulation regions 20 is formed by a 
gate 42 of a conductive material, such as a metal or 
conductive polycrystalline silicon. Each accumulation 
gate 42 is on the silicon oxide layer 43 over the space 
between a photodetector 16 and the CCD shift register 
18. The accumulation gates 42 are connected by a bus 
line (not shown) to a source of potential (not shown) so 
that each accumulation gate 42 will create a potential 
well, indicated by dashed line 44, in the substrate 12 
beneath the gate 42. 

The first anti-blooming drain 22 is a region 46 of 
n/type conductivity (shown as n+) and of a conductiv- 
ity of about 10 19 impurities/cm 3 in the substrate 12 and 
extending to the surface 14. The region 46 extends along 
the entire length of the. column of photodetectors 16 
spaced from the photodetectors. The drain region 46 is 
connected to a source of potential (not shown) through 
a conductive contact 48. 

As shown in FIG. 3, each of the second anti-bloom- 
ing drains 24 is a region 50 of n-type conductivity 
(shown as n-(-) in the substrate 12 at the surface 14. 
Each drain region 50 extends along a side of its respec- 
tive accumulation region 20 along the space between 
the CCD shift register 18 and the column of photode- 
tectors 16. The drain regions 50 are connected to a 
source of potential through conductive contacts 52 and 
a bus line (not shown). 

Each of the transfer gates 26, 28, 30 and 32 is a strip 
of a conductive material, such as a metal or conductive 
polycrystalline silicon, which is on the silicon oxide 
layer 43. The transfer gate 26 extends over the space 
between the shift register 18 and the column of accumu- 
lation regions 20 and overlaps both the shift register 
gates 40 and the accumulation gates 42. The transfer 
gate 26 is insulated from the shift register gates 40 and 
the accumulation gates 42 by a layer 54 of silicon oxide 
which covers the shift register gates 40 and accumula- 
tion gates 42. The transfer gate 28 extends across the 
space between the column of photodetectors 16 and 
column of accumulation regions 20 along the full length 
of the columns. The transfer gate 28 overlaps the accu- 
mulation region gates 42 and is insulated therefrom by 
the silicon oxide layer 54. The anti-blooming drain gate 
30 extends across the space between the anti-blooming 
drain region 46 and the column of photodetectors 16 
along the full length of the column. The gate 30 over- 
laps the anti-blooming drain region 46/ As shown in 
FIG. 3, each of the accumulation regions to anti-bloom- 
ing drain, gates 32 extends across the space between its 
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respective accumulation region gate 42 and anti-bloom- 
ing drain region 50 and overlaps each. 

In the operation of imager 10, a potential is applied to 
each of the accumulation gates 42 so as to induce a 
potential well 20P of a depth greater than the potential 5 
well 16P of the photodetectors 16. The maximnm po- 
tential of well 16P is determined by the doped layers 12, 
34 and 36. A discussion of this relationship is given in 
the article entitled "The Pinned Photodiode For An 
Inter-Transfer CCD Image Sensor," by B. C Burkey et 10 
al, IEDM Technical Digest, 1984, page 28. Potentials 
are also applied to the anti-blooming drain regions 46 
and 50 to create potential wells 46P and SOP respec- 
tively which are deeper than the potentials 16P and 20P 
of the photodetectors 16 and accumulation regions 20 15 
respectively. This can be seen in the potential diagrams 
shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B respectively. Also, a con- 
stant potential can be applied to the gates 32 between 
the second anti-blooming drains 24 and the accumula- 
tion regions 20 to provide a fixed potential level 32P 20 
therebetween- The potential level 32P is set at a level 
which will determine the minimum potential level to be 
reached in the accumulation regions 20. 

During a scene integration period, radiation imping- 
ing on the photodetectors 16 is converted to charge 25 
carriers. A potential is applied to the gate 28 between 
the photodetectors 16 and the accumulation regions 20 
which creates a potential well 28P deeper than the 
potential level 16P in the photodetectors 16 but not as 
deep as the potential level 20P in the accumulation 30 
regions 20 as shown in FIG. 4A. Thus, charge carriers 
generated in the photodetectors 16 will diffuse and/or 
drift into the accumulation regions 20 as indicated by 
the arrow 56 in FIG. 4a The charge carriers will then 
be stored in the accumulation regions 20. As charge 35 
accumulates in the accumulator regions 20, the poten- 
tial level is shifted accordingly. If the potential level 
remains below that of the potential of the gate 32, all of 
the charge carriers are stored in the accumulation re- 



the potential to the gate 28 is turned off, a potential is 
applied to the CCD shift register transfer gate 26 at time 
12, as indicated by FIG. 11 As shown in FIG. 5 A, this 
lowers the potential barrier 26P between the accumula- 
tion regions 20 and the CCD shift register 18 so that the 
carriers flow from the accumulation regions 20 into the 
channel 38 of the shift register 18, as indicated by arrow 
62, where they are transferred to the imager read-out 
Thus, during the transfer stage, excess carriers gener- 
ated in the photodiodes are prevented from flowing into 
the shift register but are carried into the anti-blooming 
drain 22. 

FIGS. 12, 13 and 14 illustrate the timing during trans- 
fer for a method of operating the imager 10 so as to 
accumulate the generated charge carriers i n the ohoto- 
Betectors 16 before transferring th e carriers to the accu- 
mulator regions 20, For this method of operation, the 
potential to the gate 32 is turned on first at time tl, as 
shown by FIG. 13. Then at time t2, the potential to the 
gate 28 is turned on as indicated by FIG. 12. This low- 
ers the potential barrier 30P between the photodetec- 
tors 16 and the accumulation region 20 so as to allow 
carriers accumulated in the photodetectors to flow into 
the first accumulation region -20. After the carriers have 
transferred to the accumulation region 20, the potential 
to the transfer gate 28 is turned off at time t3, as indi- 
cated by FIG. 12 to prevent any other carriers from 
flowing into the accumulation regions 20. At time t5 (as 
shown in FIG. 14) the transfer gate 26 is turned "on" 
and thus allows the carriers to flow from the accumula- 
tion region 20 to the channel 38 of the shift register 18, 
for subsequent readout This provides for a photodetec- 
tor storage rather than an accumulation region storage, 
while still maintaining anti-blooming control. As an- 
other option, gate 32 could be kept at a dc bias instead 
of being clocked. This dc bias level would be selected so 
as to keep potential 32P at an optimum level to prevent 
anti-blooming. 
In the imager 10 shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the accu- 



gion 20 until they are transferred to the CCD shift regis- . 40 mulation. gates 42, transfer gate 32 between the anti- 



ter 18. However, if the potential level in the accumula- 
tion region 20 reaches the potential level of the gate 32, 
any additional charge will be drained into the anti- 
blooming drain 24 as indicated by the arrow 58 in FIG. 
4B. Thus, the undesiied flow of charge carriers from 45 
the accumulation region 20 to the CCD shift register or 
adjacent photosites is prevented so as to limit blooming. 

During the period of transfer from the accumulation 
regions 20 to the CCD shift register 18, at time tl, a 
potential is applied to the gate 30 between the photode- 50 
tectors 16 and the anti-blooming drains 22 as indicated 
in the timing diagram of FIG. 9. This lowers the barrier 
30P between the photodetectors 16 and the first anti- 
blooming drains 22 as shown in FIG. 5 A. At the same 
time, tl, the potential applied to the gate 28 between the 55 
photodetectors 16 and accumulation regions 20. is 
turned off as shown in FIG. 10. This raises the barrier 
28P between the photodetectors 16 and the accumula- 
tion regions 20 as shown in FIG. 5A. Thus, any charge 



blooming drain 50 and accumulation region 42, and 
anti-blooming region contact 52 are separate layers of a 
conductive material requiring separate terminals. Thus, 
there are three terminals for these gates and contacts. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, there is shown a modifica- 
tion of the imager 10 wherein electrode 132 between the 
accumulation gate region 42 and the anti-blooming 
region 50 extends over and makes contact to the anti- 
blooming drain region 50. Thus, the electrode 132 
serves the dual function of a contact to region 50 of the 
anti-blooming drain 24 and of a transfer gate between 
the accumulation region and the anti-blooming drain 24. 
Therefore, only two terminals are required. 

Referring to FIG. 7, there is shown a modification of 
the imager in which an accumulation region gate 142 
extends up to the edge of the anti-blooming drain region 
50. A region 64 of p-type conductivity (shown as p) and 
of impurity concentration of about 10 16 impurities/cm 3 
is provided in the substrate 12 and the surface 14 be- 



carriers which may be generated in the photodetectors 60 tween the anti-blooming drain region 50 and the accu- 



16 will be prevented from reaching the accumulation 
region and instead be drawn off to the first anti-bloom- 
ing drain 2X By clocking gate 30 in this manner, the 
anti-blooming drain 22 is used as an exposure control, as 
well as an anti-blooming structure. Alternatively, gate 65 
30 could be held at a constant bias to allow anti-bloom- 
ing drain 22 to function simply to prevent blooming. 
After the potential to the gate 30 has been turned on and 



mulation region 20. Thus, the gate 142 serves to form 
both the accumulation region well and the potential 
barrier between the accumulation region 20 and the 
anti-blooming drain 24. Although the gate 142 has only 
a single potential applied thereto, the doping of the 
region 64 is used to adjust the height of the potential 
barrier formed between the accumulation region 20 and 
the anti-blooming drain 24. 
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Referring to FIG. 8, there is shown a modification of 
the imager wherein the accumulation gate 142 also 
makes contact to the anti-blooming drain region 50. 
Thus, the single gate 142 serves the three functions of 
being the means to apply a potential to the anti-bloom- 
ing drain region 50, the means for adjusting the poten- 
tial barrier between the accumulation region 20 and the 
anti-blooming drain region 50 and the gate of the accu- 
mulation region 20, This structure also has the advan- 
tage that it requires only a single terminal. 

Thus there is provided by the present invention a 
CCD image array which includes an accumulator re- 
gion between each photodetector and the CCD shift 



10 



5. The charge-coupled device of claim 4 in which the 
accumulation region includes a conductive gate over 
and insulated from a portion of the portion of the major 
surface between the photodetector and the shift regis- 
ter, said gate being adapted to be connected to a source 
of potential so as to create a potential well in the sub- 
strate beneath the conductive gate. 

6. The charge-coupled device of claim 5 in which the 
first means for transferring charge carriers from the 
photodetector to the accumulation region comprises a 
conductive transfer gate extending across the space 
between the photodetector and the accumulation gate, 
said transfer gate being adapted to be connected to a 
potential source to create a potential barrier in the sub- 



register with the photodetector and each accumulation . - ^ ^ 

region having its own anto-bloommg dram. The charge nfc^^r »nd 



carriers which are generated in the photodetector dur- 
ing the integration stage are transferred to the accumu- 
lation region where they are stored until the transfer 



flow of charge carriers between the photodetector' and 
the accumulation region. 

7. The charge-coupled device of claim 6 in which the 
means for controlling the potential barrier between the 



stage when the carriers are transferred to the CCD shift hotodctcctor ^ ^ ^ st anti-blooming drain region 
register. Any excess of earners in the accumulation * v F * , ♦u77.^™ J r *h- 



region will flow into the accumulation region's anti- 
blooming drain to prevent blooming in the CCD shift 
register. Moreover, during the transfer stage, a barrier is 
provided between the photodetector and the accumula- ^ 
tion region so that any excess carriers generated in the 
photodetector will flow into the photodetector*s anti- 
blooming drain and will now flow into the CCD shift 
register. Thus, blooming into the CCD shift register is 
prevented both during the integration stage and the 
transfer stage. A second implementation, allows for 
storage of the signal carriers in the photodetector prior 
to the transfer to the shift register; while maintaining 
anti-blooming control during integration and transfer. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A charge-coupled imager comprising: 
a substrate of a semiconductor material having a 

major surface: 
a photodetector in said substrate at said major sur- 
face; 

a first anti-blooming drain region in said substrate 
adjacent and along one side of the photodetector; 

a CCD shift register at said surface along a side of 
said photodetector opposite the first anti-blooming 
drain; 

an accumulation region at said surface between said 

photodetector and the shift register, 
first means for transferring charge carriers from said 
photodetector to said accumulation region; 



comprises' a conductive gate over the surface of the 
substrate between the photodetector and the first anti- 
blooming drain region and adapted to be connected to a 
potential source for creating a potential barrier in the 
substrate. 

8. The charge-coupled device of claim 7 in which the 
means for controlling the potential barrier between the 
accumulation region and the second anti-blooming 
drain region comprises a conductive gate over the sur- 
face of the substrate between the accumulation gate and 
the anti-blooming drain region and adapted to be con- 
nected to a potential source for creating a potential 
barrier in the substrate. 

9. The charge-coupled device of claim 8 in which 
each of the anti-blooming drain regions comprises a 
region of a conductivity type opposite that of the sub- 
strate in the substrate at said major surface and further 
comprises means whereby the region can be connected 
to a potential source. 

10. The charge-coupled device of claim 9 in which 
the conductive gate between the accumulation gate and 
the second anti-blooming drain region extends over and 
contacts the anti-blooming drain region in the substrate. 

11. The charge-coupled device of claim 9 in which 
45 the conductive gate of the accumulation region extends 

over the substrate surface up to the edge of the second . 
anti-blooming drain region in the substrate and further 
comprising a region of the same conductivity type as 
the substrate in the substrate beneath the gate at the 



30 



35 



40 



second means for transferring charge carriers from 50 second anti-blooming drain region. 



said accumulation region to said shift register; and 
a second anti-blooming drain region in said substrate 
at said surface and along a side of said accumula- 
tion region. 

2. The charge-coupled device of claim 1 in which the 55 
second anti-blooming drain region along the accumula- 
tion region extends along a space between the shift 
register and the photodetector. 

3. The charge-coupled device of claim 2 further com- 
prising means between the accumulation region and the 60 
second anti-blooming drain region for controlling the 
potential barrier between the accumulation region and 
the second anti-blooming drain region. 

4. The charge-coupled device of claim 3 further com- 
prising means between the photodetector and the first 65 
anti-blooming drain region for controlling the potential 
barrier between the photodetector and the first anti- 
blooming drain region. 



12. The charge-coupled device of claim 11 in which 
the accumulation gate contacts the second anti-bloom- 
ing drain region in the substrate. 
. 13. A charge-coupled device imager comprising: 
a substrate of a semiconductor material having a 

major surface; 
a plurality of photodetectors in said substrate at said 
major surface and arranged in spaced relation 
along a line; 

a first anti-blooming drain region in said substrate 
adjacent and extending along one side of the line of 
photodetectors; 

a charged-coupled device shift register at said surface 
along the side of the line of photodetectors oppo- 
site the first anti-blooming drain region; 

a separate accumulation region at said surface be- 
tween each of said photodetectors and the shift 
register; 
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first means for transferring charge carriers from each 
of said photodetectors to each adjacent accumula- 
tion region; 

second means for selectively transferring charge car- 
riers from the accumulation regions to the shift 5 
register; and 

a separate second anti-blooming drain region in said 
substrate at said major surface adjacent each of said 
accumulation regions. 

14. The charge-coupled device of claim 13 in which 10 
the second anti-blooming drain regions adjacent the 
accumulation regions extend across the space between 
the shift register and the line of photodetectors. 

15. The charge-coupled device of claim 14 further 
comprising: 

means between the photodetectors and the adjacent 
first anti-blooming drain region for controlling the 
potential barrier in the substrate between the pho- 
todetectors and the first anti-blooming drain re- ^ 
gion; and 

between each of the accumulation regions and 
its adjacent second anti-blooming drain region for 
controlling the potential barrier in the substrate 
between each accumulation region and the second 2J 
anti-blooming drain region. 

16. The charge-coupled device of claim 15 wherein: 
each of the accumulation regions comprises a con- 
ductive gate over and insulated from a portion of 
the major surface of the substrate between its re- 3Q 
spective photodetector and the shift register; and 
further comprising 

thir d means for connecting the accumulation gates to 
a source of potential so as to create a potential well 
in the substrate beneath each accumulation gate. 35 

17. The charge-coupled device of claim 16 further 
comprising: 

the first means for transferring charge carriers from 
the photodetectors to the accumulation regions 
comprises a conductive transfer gate extending 43 
over the major surface of the substrate between the 
photodetectors and the accumulation regions along 
the entire line of the photodetectors; and 

means for connecting the transfer gate to a potential 
source to create a potential barrier in the substrate 45 
beneath the transfer gate which can control the 
flow of charge carriers from the photodetectors to 
the accumulation regions. 

18. The charge-coupled device of claim 17 further 
comprising: 50 

the means for controlling the potential barrier be- 
tween the photodetectors and their adjacent first 
anti-blooming drain regions comprises a conduc- 
tive gate extending , across a space between the 
photodetectors and the first anti-blooming drain 55 
regions along the entire length of the line of photo- 
detectors; and 

means for connecting the gate to a potential source so 
as to create a potential barrier in the substrate be- 
neath the gate. 60 

19. The charge-coupled device of claim 18 further 
comprising: 

means for controlling potential barrier between each 
accumulation region and its respective second anti- 
blooming drain region comprises a conductive gate 65 
extending between the accumulation region gate 
and the respective second anti-blooming drain re- 
gion; and 
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means for connecting the gates to a source of poten- 
tial so as to create a potential barrier in the sub- 
strate beneath each gate. 

20. The charge-coupled device of claim 19 further 
comprising: 

each of the first and second anti-blooming drain re- 
gions includes a region of a conductivity type op- 
posite that of the substrate in the substrate at said 
surface; and 

means for connecting the first and second anti-bloom- 
ing regions to a potential source. 

21. The charge-coupled device of claim 20 further 
comprising: 

the charge-coupled device shift register comprises a 
channel region within the substrate and extending 
along said surface parallel to and spaced from the 
line of photodetectors; 

a plurality of conductive gates spaced along the chan- 
nel and insulated from the. substrate surface; and 

the second means for selectively transferring charge 
carriers from the accumulation regions to the shift 
register comprises a conductive transfer gate ex- 
tending between the shift register gates and the 
accumulation regions along the entire length of the 
shift register. 

22. A solid state imager comprising: 

a substrate of semiconductor material having a major 
surface; 

a photodetector in said substrate at said major sur- 
face; 

a first anti-blooming drain region in said substrate at 
said major surface in charge transfer relation with 
said photodetector; 

an accumulation region in said substrate at said sur- 
face in charge transfer relation with said photodi- 
ode but not with said first anti-blooming drain 
region; 

a charge-coupled device shift register in said sub- 
strate at said major surface in charge transfer rela- 
tion with said accumulation region; and 

a second anti-blooming drain region in said substrate 
at said major surface in charge transfer relation 
with said accumulation region but not with said 
photodetector. 

23. The imager of claim 22 further comprising means 
between the accumulation region and the first anti- 
blooming drain region for controlling the potential 
barrier between the accumulation region and the first 
anti-blooming drain region. 

24. The imager of claim 23 further comprising means 
between the photodetector and the second anti-bloom- 
ing drain region for controlling the potential barrier 
between the photodetector and the second anti-bloom- 
ing drain region. 

25. The imager of claim 24 in which the accumulation 
region comprises a conductive gate over and insulated 
from a portion of the portion of the major surface be- 
tween the photodetector and the shift register, said gate 
being adapted to be connected to a source of potential 
so as to create a potential well in the substrate beneath 
the conductive gate. 

26. The imager of claim 25 in which each of the anti- 
blooming drain region comprises a region of a conduc- 
tivity type opposite that of the substrate in the substrate 
at said major surface and further comprises means 
whereby the region can be connected to a potential 
source. 
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27. The imager of claim 26 in which the second anti- 
blooming drain region extends along a side of the accu- 
mulation region which extends between the shift regis- 
ter and the photodetector. 5 

28. A charge-coupled imager comprising: 

a semiconductor body having a major surface; 

a photodetector within the semiconductor body and 
including a portion of the major surface; 

a first anti-blooming drain region within the semicon- 10 
ductor body and along one side of the photodetec- 
tor; 

a charge-coupled device shift register within the 
semiconductor body and including a portion of the 15 
major surface, said register being located along one 



side of the photodetector and being opposite the 
first anti-blooming drain region; 

an accumulation region within the semiconductor 
body and including a portion of the major surface, 
said accumulation region being located between 
the photodetector and the shift register; 

first means for transferring charge carriers from the 
photodetector to the accumulation region; 

second means for transferring charge carriers from 
the accumulation region to the shift register; and 

a second anti-blooming drain region within the semi- 
conductor body and including a portion of the 
major surface, said second anti-blooming drain 
region being located along side of the accumulation 
region. 

***** 
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